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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
GVSU creates nation's first family foundation chair 
Challenge grant from Frey 
Foundation goes to the 
Johnson Center 
The tremendous power of 32,000 chari-
table family foundations and their billions 
of grant dollars will begin to be harnessed 
more effectively thanks to the establishment 
of the nation's first endowed chair focusing 
on family philanthropy. The Frey Foundation 
is pledging $1.5 million to Grand Valley's 
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
and Nonprofit Leadership to establish this 
chair that will lead to a pioneering program of 
study on family foundations and how they are 
led and managed to help society. 
"Few institutions in American life are so 
vitally important, and so poorly understood, as 
family foundations," said Joel J. Orosz, inter-
im executive director of the Johnson Center. 
"The Frey Foundation's bold gift will allow 
the Johnson Center to identify its keys to suc-
cess, and most importantly, to find ways to 
enhance their beneficial impact upon society." 
Across Campus 
The Frey Foundation has made 
its pledge as a challenge to help 
the university raise $5 million 
in endowment for the Johnson 
Center. The university 's cam-
paign for the center has raised 
$3.5 million toward this goal. To 
meet this challenge, the univer-
sity will need to raise the remain-
ing $1.5 million. 
In many communities, family 
foundations define and enhance 
the quality of human life. More 
than 32,000 family foundations 
Frances T. Frey Edward J. Frey 
provide critical assistance to America's 1.2 
million nonprofit organizations, support-
ing their programs in health care, education, 
human services, religion, arts and culture, and 
the environment. In 2003, the top 50 family 
foundations in Michigan awarded more than 
$885 million in grants. This represents 74 per-
cent of the $1.2 billion given by all types of 
Michigan foundations in 2003. 
A distinguished scholar-practitioner will be 
selected as the new Frey Foundation chair. 
That person will take the lead on this innova-
tive program, which will research family foun-
dation formation and grantmaking practices, 
and teach effective operating techniques to 
family foundation trustees. 
"We believe the Johnson Center holds the 
promise to be the premiere university center of 
see 'Frey' on page 4 
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Accounting professor named 
interim associate vice president 
administration and to learn about the challenges facing universities in 
this time of budgetary constraints," he said. 
Joseph Godwin, professor of accounting, was 
named interim associate vice president for 
Academic Affairs. He will replace Sue Martin, 
who is leaving Grand Valley to become the pro-
vost at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. 
Godwin joined Grand Valley 's faculty 11 years 
ago. He has served as department chair and, for 
one year, as an academic fellow at the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. Godwin said his 
SEC duties included serving as liaison between 
the Office of the Chief Accountant and the aca-
demic community. 
Joseph Godwin 
He said he looks forward to participating in Grand Valley's growth. 
"I applied for the position to have the opportunity to work with the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Provost Gayle Davis said she will conduct a search for a permanent 
associate vice president during the winter semester. 
Team heads to UCLA for library institute 
A team from Grand Valley will attend the inaugural Scholarly 
Communications Institute at UCLA, sponsored by the Association 
of Research Libraries and the Association of College and Research 
Libraries. 
Selection was competitive with about 200 applicants; 100 were accepted 
into the program, including Grand Valley, the University of Michigan, 
Ohio State University, Indiana University Libraries and University of 
Notre Dame. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Grand Valley participants are Millie Jackson and Nan Schichtel, from 
University Libraries; and Mark Luttenton, associate professor of biology. 
Lee Van Orsdel, dean of libraries, is one of only four primary faculty for 
the July institute. 
Grand Valley Tour video won two Awards of Excellence, two Awards of 
Distinction and an Honorable Mention; and Webcasting the basketball 
games earned an Award of Excellence. 
Also, NIS photography services manager Bernadine Carey-Tucker earned 
two Communicator Awards for photos in the 2005 Best Of Grand Valley 
and the 2005 GVSU Annual Report. 
NIS, communications professor 
receive PRSA awards Awards for teaching excellence presented 
Grand Valley's News 
and Information 
Services Office and 
Betty Pritchard, associ-
ate professor of com-
munications, received 
awards at the annual 
West Michigan Public 
Relations Society of 
America banquet. 
The Pew Faculty Teaching and Leaming Center announced the winners of 
the 2006 Pew Teaching Excellence Award. 
Awards are presented at the annual Awards Banquet, held on April 10. The 
winners are Majd AI-Mallah, Modern Languages and Literatures; Bradley 
Ambrose, physics; William Crawley, criminal justice; Steve Glass, move-
ment science; Mark Richards, political science; and Brad Wallar, chem-
istry. The awards were established to recognize excellence in teaching 
from around the university. Nominations can come from students, alumni, 
faculty or the academic unit. 
Families needed for photo project 
The Student Senate and College of Education are sponsoring a photo 
exhibit and seeking families to volunteer to be photographed. 
NIS earned two awards: 
a silver award for 
Grand Valley Magazine 
( external communica-
tions); and a silver 
award for promoting 
ridership on the Rapid 
Bus (community rela-
tions program). 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Betty Pritchard, associate professor of commu-
nications, receives a recognition plaque from 
Alex Nesterenko, director, during her retire-
ment celebration. 
"Families of Grand Valley" will include photos of traditional and non-
traditional families. Students involved in the project said the idea started 
after an April photo exhibit, "Love Makes a Family," was well-attended. 
Pritchard earned a lifetime achievement award; she is retiring from Grand 
Valley this year. 
Appointments will be made in May and photographs will be taken in June 
and July. For information or to schedule an appointment, contact Melissa 
Flores at gvmelish20@yahoo.com or Anne Marie Carson at carsonan@ 
student.gvsu.edu. 
NIS also earned numerous Videographer Awards, an international awards 
organization that helps set the standards for the video production industry. 
The 2005 convocation video earned two Awards of Distinction; Around Across Campus continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-
33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYli-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Erika Robinson 
Pew Campus 
security customer service clerk 
After more than three years working at the 
Allendale Campus Department of Public Safety, 
Erika Robinson is making the transition from stu-
dent-worker to full-time staff member. As a cus-
tomer service clerk, she is using skills gained in her 
classes and in her previous position to streamline 
security procedures for the Pew Campus. 
"A lot of things needed to be done. Because the 
downtown campus is smaller, some things have to 
be handled differently. Others needed to be changed 
to make our office more in line with Allendale," she 
said. 
As an undergraduate student, Robinson worked as 
a dispatcher for Public Safety in Allendale. "I like 
explaining things and being of assistance to people, 
and I like conflict management," she said. In her 
new position, she supervises student workers and 
creates databases 
and other documents 
to maximize effi-
ciency. 
Robinson gradu-
ated in April with 
a bachelor's degree 
in accounting; she 
is now enrolled in 
the master's-level 
accounting program. 
She said eventu-
Erika Robinson 
ally she would like to return to the south side of 
Chicago, where she was raised, and work in a large 
firm. "I miss the big city life," she said. "Everything 
you need is right there." 
Her summer courses and full-time job keep 
Robinson busy. On her occasional day off, she 
enjoys spending time with her roommates and try-
ing different restaurants in Grand Rapids. 
What's Ahead 
Hispanic community leaders 
host panel discussion 
Grand Valley and several Hispanic community 
leaders will talk about their experiences, career 
paths and issues that Hispanic and Latino stu-
dents face during a half-day seminar. 
The Hispanic/Latino Student Experience is 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 24, from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. in the Eberhard Center. 
Speakers include Juan Olivarez, president of 
Grand Rapids Community College; Philip Batty, 
director of GVSU Institutional Analysis; and 
Jose Infante, board of trustees member. Reniero 
Araoz, Lansing School District area director, 
will moderate a panel discussion of high school 
students; and Julie Guevara, associate provost 
at Grand Valley, will moderate a college student 
panel discussion. President Mark A. Murray will 
give the welcome remarks. 
The seminar is free and lunch will be included. 
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/052406. For 
more information, call x12180. 
Lubbers, Rowe will sign 
books 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers and 
Professor of Philosophy Steven Rowe will sign 
copies of their book, Old Hopes for a New Place, 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, June 2, at River Bank Books, 
89 Monroe Center, in downtown Grand Rapids. 
This collection of 15 years of Lubbers' speech-
es, edited by Rowe, emphasizes his political, 
Across Campus 
religious and educational philosophy, with an 
emphasis on the value of a liberal education. The 
speeches represent the 32 years of his presidency, 
from 1969-2001. 
Register now for 
ACE conference 
Registration is underway for the annual state 
conference of the Michigan American Council on 
Education (ACE) Network for Women Leaders 
in Higher Education. 
Hosted by Grand Valley, the June 12-13 con-
ference is at the Henry Center for Executive 
Development on Michigan State University's 
campus in Lansing. 
The theme is "Inclusive Leadership" and 
speakers and sessions will address leadership, 
diversity, mentoring, public policy initiatives 
and social justice, among other topics. Gloria 
Nemerowicz, president of Pine Manor College 
in Massachusetts, is the pre-conference dinner 
speaker on June 12. 
Sessions will run all day on June 13. The ple-
nary session will be led by Susan Kaufmann, 
associate director of The University of Michigan 
Center for Education of Women; and Jean Doss, 
of Michigan Women United, who will present 
research on potential gender and racial impacts 
of the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative. 
Provost Gayle Davis will give the welcome 
address. She and Wendy Wenner, dean of the 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies, will also 
present at a session, "Challenging Hierarchies: 
Models for Power Sharing." Sue Sloop, Work 
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Life Connections consultant and Simone Jonaitis, 
executive director of Continuing Education, will 
also make presentations. 
Register online by visiting www.miacenetwork. 
org. Questions can be directed to the COIS office 
at x18655. 
Grand Valley 's Women's Commission plans to 
rent a van to drive to the conference on June 
13. Reserve a spot by contacting the Women's 
Center at x12748 or womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
WMSTI will host seminar 
The West Michigan Science and Technology 
Initiative at Grand Valley will host a seminar on 
June 22, "Stop Developing New Products and 
Start Developing New Businesses!" 
Mike Suman, of Product and Market 
Development LLC, is the keynote speaker. The 
event is open to people interested in learning 
more about product development within the life 
science industry. 
There will also be a panel of experts: Mike 
Morin, KnowWare; Gary Wruble, Soy Ultima; 
Louis Weijers, ATEK Medical; and John 
Canfield, a meeting and seminar facilitator. 
The panel will be moderated by Matt Dugener 
of WMSTI. The seminar will run from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. at the Cook-De Vos Center for Health 
Sciences. A continental breakfast and networking 
lunch will be provided; the cost to attend is $22. 
More information is available online at www. 
wmsti.org. 
···-------------------------
TV segment about GVSU to air locally bells, city halls, courthouses, national monuments and ships at sea will join in the celebration. 
A video showcasing Grand Valley, produced by Platinum Television 
Group, will air throughout May in the Grand Rapids-Kalamazoo area and 
in Cleveland and Indianapolis. 
The segment, "How to Pick the Right College," will air during a "Today's 
Family" show. On WZPX PAX-TV locally, it will air on May 24 at 2:30 
p.m. and May 30 at 11 a.m. President Mark A. Murray, several students 
and faculty members were interviewed. 
Vanden Wyngaard returns 
to teach and perform 
Julianne Vanden 
Wyngaard 
Grand Valley Carillonneur Julianne Vanden 
Wyngaard spent the winter traveling and performing 
around the country, but now she's back. 
Vanden Wyngaard will spend the summer teaching 
and will perform June 25, during the Cook Carillon 
Concert Series, and July 12, during the Beckering 
Family Carillon Concert Series. See www.gvsu. 
edu/music for a complete schedule. Prospective 
students may contact Vanden Wyngaard at x12112. 
Another special performance is planned for July 
4, in conjunction with a nationwide simultaneous 
bell-ringing ceremony. "Let Freedom Ring" will be 
initiated at the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, with 13 tolls rung at 2 p.m. to 
commemorate the original 13 colonies. At that moment, carillons, church 
Named university carillonneur in 1997, Vanden Wyngaard achieved caril-
lonneur status in the Guild of Carillonneurs in North America in 1999 
and in June 2000, she completed the rigorous diploma requirements at the 
Netherlands Carillon School, in Amersfoort, Holland. 
Political science faculty visit 
Italian university 
John Constantelos, associate 
professor and chair of political 
science, visited the University 
of Perugia in Italy for two 
weeks, to participate in the 
department's annual exchange. 
The University of Perugia 
is located in one of Grand 
Rapids' four sister cities. 
Constantelos delivered a lec-
ture on "Lobbying Strategies 
of Interest Groups in Multi-
level Europe." While in 
Perugia, he also led a graduate 
student research seminar, met 
with the mayor, and worked 
Photo courtesy of John Constante/as 
Polly Diven and John Constantelos, sec-
ond and third from left, are pictured 
with Perugian officials (left to right) 
Lorenzo Medici, Mayor Renato Locchi 
and Giorgio Montanari. 
with faculty and university administrators to plan a student exchange that 
was anticipated in the partnership agreement signed in 2003. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Chris Barbee, director of Alumni Relations, was 
interviewed by Metro Networks in Lansing for a 
story about the Alumni College. 
Paul Reitemeier, associate professor of philoso-
phy, was interviewed by WXMI-TV Channel 17 
for a story about embryo adoption. 
Sue Sloop, Work Life Connections consultant, 
was interviewed by Work and Family Trend 
Report for a story about communicating resourc-
es to constituents. 
Sonia Dalmia, associate professor of economics, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press for a 
story about working mothers. 
Sketches 
WGVU Productions won numerous 
Videographer Awards: "Ask the Tall Ships 
Expert" received an honorable mention in the 
News/Documentary category; "Petra: A Near 
East Marvel" received an Award of Distinction 
in the Documentary category and an Award of 
Excellence for Creativity/Videography; "Grand 
Valley State Sports Report" earned an Award of 
Distinction in the Sports category; "Surviving 
Auschwitz: Children of the Shoah" earned an 
Award of Excellence in the Documentary cat-
egory; and "Defying Hitler" earned an Award 
of Excellence in the Documentary category. 
The Videographer Awards is an international 
awards organization that helps set the standards 
for the video production industry. "Surviving 
Auschwitz" also received a first place award 
from the International Fi lm and Video Festival 
and will be honored at the Festival in Los 
Angeles in June. 
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, wrote an 
article, "Virtual Office Hours , 24/7," published 
in Inside Higher Education. 
Charles Pazdernik, associate professor of 
Classics, gave a presentation, "The Body (poli-
tic) in (ceremonial) Space: Shifting Boundaries 
between Rulers and Subjects in Justinianic 
Constantinople," at Boundaries Between Bodies: 
Human, Animal, Divine, the 2006 Symposium of 
Harvard University's Center for Hellenic Studies 
in Washington, D.C. He is a 2005-06 research 
fellow at the center and was a co-organizer of 
the symposium. 
Carolyn Shapiro-Shapin, associate profes-
sor of history, gave a presentation, "American 
Public Health Initiatives in the Nineteenth 
and Twentieth Centuries," at the Southwest 
Sanitarians Seminar held at the Allegan County 
Health Department. 
Esther Billings, associate professor of math-
ematics, was a co-presenter of "Using Pictorial 
Growth Patterns to Build Algebraic Thinking" 
at the annual meeting of the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics in St. Louis . 
Nancy Mack, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, "Hooray! Today is 
Parallelogram Day," at the annual meeting of the 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics in 
St. Louis. 
Rebecca Walker, ass istant professor of math-
ematics, gave a presentation , "Open Ended 
Problems: A Means for Assessing Students 
Thinking," at the annual meeting of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics in St. Louis. 
George McBane, associate professor of chem-
istry, wrote an article, "Programs to Compute 
Distribution Functions and Critical Values for 
Extreme Value Ratios for Outlier Detection," 
published in the Journal of Statistical Software. 
Mark Schwartz, assistant professor of anthro-
pology, gave a presentation, "Shrines, Plastered 
Horns and Sacred Hearths: Recent Evidence 
for Ritual and Transcaucasian Contact at Tilbes 
Hoyiik, Turkey," at the Society for American 
Archaeology Conference in San Juan , Puerto 
Rico. 
Paul Reitemeier, associate professor of phi-
losophy, gave a presentation, "Ethical Decisions 
at the End of Life," to the International 
Organization of the Knights of the Round Table 
in Grand Rapids. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of soc ial 
work, gave a presentation, "Michigan 's Approach 
to Dealing with Impaired Professionals under the 
Michigan Health Code," and served on a panel 
at the Association of Social Work Boards Annual 
Education Conference in Portland, Oregon. 
···---------------------------
Frey Foundation challenge grant established university's second chair 
continued from page 1 
its kind in the nation," said David Frey, chairman 
of the board of trustees of the Frey Foundation. 
"Exploring and understanding the role of private 
family foundations is critical to the Johnson 
Center's mission. This challenge grant from the 
Frey Foundation should do much to acknowl-
edge and promote the increasing importance of 
family foundations in the realm of philanthropy. 
It is our hope that thoughtful and effective phi-
lanthropy will benefit from the skills and focus 
the new Frey professorship can provide." 
The Frey Foundation was established in 1972 
and was permanently endowed in 1988 from the 
estate of the late Edward J. and Frances T. Frey. 
Relatively few universities have programs for 
the study of philanthropy and nonprofit leader-
ship recognized by the Nonprofit Academic 
Centers Council. The Johnson Center is one of 
the oldest of these centers; it was founded in 
1992, with major support from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. It is considered one of the top insti-
tutions in the nation for helping nonprofit orga-
nizations and foundations work more effectively 
through the use of best management practices 
and better access to research data. 
This is the second fully endowed chair for 
Grand Valley announced this year and will 
boost an endowment campaign underway for 
the Johnson Center. "These chairs signal Grand 
Valley's growing academic maturity and com-
mitment to academic rigor and innovation," said 
President Mark A. Murray. "We applaud the Frey 
Foundation and the Frey family for their vision, 
leadership and generosity." 
A nationwide search for the person to fi ll the 
Frey Foundation chair will commence within a 
few months. 
